Case for Support Part 2
Background
The state of the art in comparative genomics and the value of comparative analyses of A. thaliana and C. hirsuta. Despite the recent explosion in genomics research little is known about the molecular mechanisms through which morphology evolved in complex eukaryotes. A key focus of current biological research is to elucidate firstly, how given genotypes are translated into phenotypes and secondly, the genetic basis for evolutionary change. Work towards answering these questions is yielding a substantial body of high-impact research and some of the most popular science books in recent years. As well as a key driver for high quality basic science, efforts to understand how bio-diversity is generated are critical to help predict how plants and animals will adapt to the rapid environmental changes that the earth’s biosphere is currently experiencing. In the case of seed plants, an understanding of how biodiversity is created and maintained is at the core of efforts to improve food security - particularly since the reduced availability of fossil fuels will impose unprecedented demands on agriculture, plant production and yield improvement. The advent of next generation sequencing (NGS) methodologies has created considerable opportunities for interrogating patterns of diversity at the nucleotide level by allowing comparative data mining of whole genome datasets. This type of approach allows researchers to uncover patterns of evolution in gene families and their possible role in generating diversity; to provide mechanistic insight into large scale genome evolution through changes in ploidy or chromosomal re-arrangements; to reveal the dynamic behavior of transposable elements and their role in genome evolution; and to identify novel functional elements in the genome ranging from cis-regulatory elements to non-coding RNAs. Despite this progress, a critical limitation in exploiting genomics datasets is the availability of genetically tractable systems that allow a genome wide, unbiased understanding of the consequences of sequence diversification and organization through direct experimentation. The development of such systems for testing hypotheses generated from comparative genome analyses is therefore imperative if the wealth of information generated by NGS is to be exploited appropriately. One such system is Cardamine hirsuta a diploid, self-compatible A. thaliana relative, which the Tsiantis group developed into a powerful model for studies in comparative plant biology with BBSRC funding (Barkoulas et al., Nature Genetics 40, 113 – 41; Blein et al., Science 322; 1835-183 Hay and Tsiantis, Nat. Genet. 38, 942-7). Despite being relatively closely related the two species differ considerably in developmental and biochemical pathways of agricultural relevance: morphogenesis and growth of shoots, flowers, leaves and fruits, glucosinolate biosynthesis, response to plant hormones and cellular pattern of lignin deposition in fruits. The availability of two related species that are genetically transformable at high frequency, have small genomes, and are amenable to forward genetics, is rare in complex eukaryotes. Thus, comparative studies between C. hirsuta and A. thaliana provide excellent opportunities to understand genome evolution and its impact on diversification of key traits without the many complications that arise when attempting to understand diversification of form and function of distantly related taxa. From a practical perspective, the small size and ease of growing C. hirsuta makes it the system of choice for performing comparative biology studies especially for A. thaliana labs that do not have the resources and infra structure to develop brassica crop research programmes. For these reasons C. hirsuta is a high priority for genome characterization in the international B-MAP Brassicaceae Map Alignment Project. A large collection of developmental mutants and two sets or RILs have been generated in Oxford providing a valuable lasting resource for comparative studies with A. thaliana and other Brassicas. These reagents and a large amount of incompletely assembled C. hirsuta genome sequence and transcriptome were developed in the context of recently ended or current BBSRC projects (BB/D010977/1; BB/F012934/1) but no funding exists to develop them to a level suitable for full comparisons to A. thaliana and dissemination to the scientific community. 

Current limitations in the use of A. thaliana resources to understand bio-diversity and a way forward: While A. thaliana biological resources are well curated there is still a great need for comparative bioinformatics and biological resources that will allow exploitation of A. thaliana tools and knowledge base for understanding biodiversity. The time is particularly ripe for such activity as a high quality Arabidopsis reference genome exists and a large community of Arabidopsis researchers are interested in investigating biodiversity. Despite a lot of interest in natural variation, well-curated community resources that provide a roadmap to bridge the genotype to phenotype gap are still in their infancy. Additionally, the Arabidopsis community still lags behind that of other complex eukaryotes in terms of exploiting resources form model organisms to their relatives to understand biodiversity, for example the Drosophila 12 genomes project. Finally, despite isolated case studies there is a paucity of experimental platforms amongst A. thaliana relatives that show genetic tractability that is suitable for the analysis of gene function and evolution in a genome-wide and unbiased fashion. Our proposal helps to address these issues by providing a two-pronged resource that will allow the community to use A. thaliana as a springboard to identify and compare the genetic basis for variation in plant form and function within and between species. Our emphasis is on two types of resources: MAGIC lines designed to study A. thaliana natural variation, and C. hirsuta genome, RILs and mutants which will allow interrogation of the genetic basis for variation between species. Our rationale for selecting and integrating these resources is that while MAGIC lines are the richest resource available in terms of allelic diversity for understanding natural variation within a species in a crossing framework, the informatics support for their exploitation is limited. Conversely, C. hirsuta is an outstanding system to investigate variation between species as no other A. thaliana relative has a comparable level of experimental tractability, however community resources to support the broad use of this system are virtually non-existent. A distinguishing feature of the resource we proposes to generate is the direct integration of bioinformatics resources (genome sequences, transcriptome information, QTL data) and biological resources (RILs, MAGICs and mutants) for the purposes of comparative biology.

Project aims and objectives
We aim to generate a complete set of (i) experimental reagents, (ii) genetic and genomic data, and (iii) bioinformatics tools and resources, for the integrated analysis of the plants Arabidopsis thaliana and Cardamine hirsuta, with emphasis on their evolutionary relationships and on the use of panels of recombinant inbred lines (RILs) for gene mapping and analysis of recombination processes.
We will pursue the following specific objectives in C. hirsuta:
1. Assemble a reference genome for C. hirsuta
2. Fully genotype three RIL sets and founders by re-sequencing
3. Generate a detailed synteny map between C. hirsuta and A. thaliana genomes
4. Map a panel of QTL and mutants for comparative analysis

Programme and Methodology
1. C. hirsuta genome assembly
Background work. An inbred reference strain of C. hirsuta, created by seven generations of selfing through single seed descent, has been used for genomic DNA and RNA sequencing with Roche 454 and Illumina platforms, cDNA and genomic BAC library construction, and generation of a genetic map. For this project we will provide Illumina genomic sequence at approximately 100x depth - half in the form of 51 bp reads from 400 bp insert libraries, and half in 76 bp reads from 3 kb insert mate-pair libraries. In addition, we will provide 3-4x depth of 454 genomic sequence of which a third is from 3 kb paired-end libraries. Currently 13.7 Gbp of Illumina sequence together with 0.8GB of 454 Titanium has been assembled in 91,883 contigs containing 154.4 Mbp. To aid assembly we will also provide 14,000 dideoxy-sequenced BAC ends. We have previously analysed these sequences to identify paired BAC end sequences that align with syntenic A. thaliana regions allowing us to anchor the C. hirsuta genetic map to the A. thaliana genome.
1.1 De novo assembly algorithms
Test algorithms designed for A. thaliana in new species Xxxx Richard to write a few lines.
We will work with TGAC in Norwich who have invited us to submit a CCC project to merge existing 454 and Illumina C. hirsuta data to help assembly of more complex crucifer genomes they are analyzing.
1.2 Genome annotation
Xxxx Richard to write a few lines.

2. RIL genotyping
Background work. Key to both QTL mapping and community exploitation of RILs is effective genotyping. To this end we will adopt a strategy of low patch sequencing that has been very effective in mice. Xxxx Richard to write a few lines. 
2.1 Light re-sequencing of RILs and founders
We propose to use Illumina HiSeq2000 sequencing to generate 20x?? depth of genomic sequence for the founder lines of two RIL sets where the reference OX strain was used in common. We will follow similar methodologies that we used to assemble the MAGIC founder genomes in order to align the two new C. hirsuta genomes with the reference. The genotyping strategy that we propose to follow for the three RIL sets, each containing 200 individuals, is Xxxx Richard to write a few lines.
2.2 Analyse cross-over distributions
Xxxx Ian to write a few lines.
2.3 RIL transcriptome analysis
Following the methodologies detailed in xxx we will determine the transcriptome of 40?? RILs in each set at three developmental stages. Cluster analysis will be used to identify global gene expression modules in C. hirsuta RILs. Statistical methods will also be developed to associate genomic regions with these expression modules in order to determine whether gene expression is controlled in cis or trans to each module. Comparative analysis of this data from both C. hirsuta RILs and A. thaliana MAGICs will allow us to (i) identify variable versus invariant components of gene regulatory networks (GRN) and (ii) pinpoint genomic regions that may harbor master regulators of GRNs in each species and determine to what degree they are conserved. In summary, these experiments will help ascertain to what degree conservation versus divergence of GRNs may contribute to diversity between C. hirsuta and A. thaliana. Patterns of natural variation in GRNs within each species will also provide a useful genomic context for future work to understand to what degree standing genetic variation in different species constrains natural variation and how this differs between closely related taxa (what is known from mice?).

3. Synteny browser
Background work. To facilitate effective viewing and interrogation of the C. hirsuta and A. thaliana genomes in parallel, we will develop comparative databases and web interfaces. We have previously exploited to great effect the synteny between these two species for genetic mapping in C. hirsuta. A scaffold of paired BAC end sequences (BES), where both ends of a BAC reside within 250 Kb and are co-linear with orthologous A. thaliana sequences, were aligned across the A. thaliana genome to identify syntenic regions with considerable conservation of most genes lying between such paired BES. To expedite mapping we identified a 25K panel of high quality SNPs by mapping short reads from mRNA-seq of four polymorphic accessions to our reference transcriptome, and aligned these to the A. thaliana genome for convenient display on a Gbrowse database. An example of the utility of this database is shown in Fig. 1 where a C. hirsuta mutant for which no A. thaliana candidate gene could be identified was mapped to a 25 Kb region. This database has been a valuable in-house resource for mapping projects in the Tsiantis and Hay groups and provides proof of principle for a synteny brower with extensive functionality that we propose to develop here.
3.1 Develop visualisation and interrogation tools for comparative genomics
The annotated reference genome sequences for A. thaliana and C. hirsuta will be augmented by 19 founder genomes of A. thaliana MAGICs and 2 founder genomes of C. hirsuta RILs. Features for comparative genome interrogation will include the identification of conserved non-coding sequences and the integration of genetic map data with the physical genome.
3.2 Develop statistical tools to apply genome data to RILs
We will develop statistical tools to apply genome data to the A. thaliana MAGIC and two Cardamine RIL sets; e.g. imputation of the RIL genome sequences as mosaics of the founders, annotation of the effects of variants on gene structure, and superimposition of RNAseq data. We will develop tools to visualise differences between genomes and their consequences on transcription. Importantly, these computational tools will be applicable to other genomes.
3.3 Compute ancestral recombination graphs
We will combine genome sequence from 19 A. thaliana and three C. hirsuta genomes to compute ancestral recombination graphs across A. thaliana, using C. hirsuta as an outgroup. We will map recombinants and hot spots in the RI lines in both species (Henderson) to improve gene-mapping methods and to understand recombination processes better, e.g. by finding motifs associated with recombination. Cross-over frequency mapping information from A. thaliana will be used to test conservation of hotspot location in C. hirsuta. 

4. Map QTL and mutants
Background work. To facilitate community use of the genetic resources developed here for C. hirsuta we propose to provide a first pass mapping of mutants and QTL for a panel of comparative traits. We have previously used QTL analysis to understand the genetic architecture of the dissected C. hirsuta leaf and to describe the loci affecting leaf shape and leaflet number. Three replicates of 195 genotyped RILs were phenotyped for leaf traits and composite interval mapping detected major QTL for all traits (Fig. 2). A second RIL set of 300 lines has been generated where the reference strain is a common founder and we propose to deposit both of these RIL sets with NASC.
4.1 Map QTL for a panel of comparative traits in two genotyped RIL sets
We will map QTL for the following traits in two RIL sets: hypocotyl length, leaf area, branch number, plant height and flowering time. These traits have been mapped previously in A. thaliana populations and will provide a first indication of the degree to which natural variation in the same or different loci contribute to these morphological traits. We have selected these traits for their agronomic importance in brassica crops such that the identification of C. hirsuta QTL may also provide useful information for robust crop improvement strategies.
4.2 Characterise and map 15 EMS mutants for comparative analysis
The analysis of induced variation in C. hirsuta, coupled with comparative studies in A. thaliana, has led to considerable new insights regarding the genetic basis for morphological differences and how these evolve (Tsiantis papers). We have catalogued a large collection of ethylmethyl sulfonate (EMS) mutants and propose to expedite community use of this resource by curating up to thirty heritable mutants to be deposited with NASC. To curate each mutant we will perform backcrosses to remove the bulk of unlinked mutations before phenotyping and mutants will be selected for comparable traits to those phenotyped in the RIL sets. Finally, we will pick 15 mutants that we judge to be more interesting in terms of community exploitation and determine their map position before dissemination to NASC. Additionally, we will provide an EMS mutagenised population for community screening.


Figure 1.


Figure 2.
image1.pdf


!"#"$
!%#%$


!&%"$
!&'"$


!&()$
!*+*$


!"*"',$
!"*++,$ !"*%(,$ !&%)$ !)",$


+)$-.$


*%/",++$#%/",++$+)/",++$
"*/",++$


",/",++$
)/",++$


+/",++$ "/",++$
%/",++$


&/",++$
%,/",++$


012$


!"*"&)$


+/",++$


!"#$%&'()*!"#$#%&!'()*#)+#,#$#%&!-$.#)/(0!12!'%+,!1$!
!"#$%&'()*!&3)1'1+1'#!4#


501+#!67!12!"#$#+!89.39$!.3#!!
!9$.#)/(0!)#"91$!


:#&1';9$($.<.1.(0!
&3)1'1+1'#+!


=90>!.?7#! '%+,#






image2.png
Wildtype  sil3

e A
A e e e
R D





image2.pdf


!" #" $" %" &" '" (" )"


*+,-+."/012+3"


4567+38/9"":81+"


;/.+3"<,=>8?"5+/9.>"


@+A65+"5+/9.>"


*,.+3,5"5+,-+."#",3+,"


*,.+3,5"5+,-+."%",3+,"


B#CDE&)"<#CDE$("


B#CDE%$"<#CDE#!"


B#CDE&$"<#CDE#F"


B#CDE&!"<#CDE!)"


B#CDE&)"<#CDE$("


B#CDE&&"<#CDE$%G"






image4.png
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

mw:--;wan jad vhea i 2 wE
tmser L L L L e
Flowering Time - - =058 =037
mersovstrgn [0 [ [ [ [ e
Petiolelength [ waswens
sz [ ([ L [ L [ e
T e






o e T e e

o et £ o e s e s




